The anticoagulant, hepatic lipase-releasing and lipoprotein lipase-releasing activities of several natural and chemically modified heparins differ.
Several 'natural' heparins have been found to have different potencies for releasing hepatic lipase and lipoprotein lipase. These differences can also be obtained by treating heparins with physical and chemical methods, which also affect the anticoagulant activity. These differences in potency in hepatic lipase-releasing activity are discussed in terms of the role of this lipase in lipoprotein and cholesterol metabolism.